DODD 134410, August 2, 2004

E3. ENCLOSURE 3
XAMPLES ADDITIONAL RE S

E3.1. PURPQOSE

This enclosure provides examples of permissible and prohibited political activities and
other requirements for implementing this Directive.

E3.2, EXAMPLES QF PERMISSIBLE POLITICAL ACTIVITIES

A member on active duty may:

E3.2.1, Register, vote, and express a personal opinion on political candidates and
issues, but not as a representative of the Armed Forces.

E3.2.2, Promote and encourage other military members to exercise their voting
franchise, if such promotion does not constitute an attempt to influence or interfere
with the outcome of an election,

E3.2.3. Join a political club and attend its meetings when not in uniform. See
Directive 1334.1 (reference (f)).

E3.2.4. Serve as an election official, if such service is not as a representative of a
partisan political party, does not interfere with military duties, is performed when not in
uniform, and has the prior approval of the Secretary concerned or the Secretary's
designee.

E3.2.5. Sign a petition for specific legislative action or a petition to place a
candidate's name on an official election ballot, if the signing does not obligate the
member to engage in partisan political activity and is done as a private citizen and not as
a representative of the Armed Forces.

E3.2.6, Write a letter to the editor of a newspaper expressing the member's
personal views on public issues or political candidates, if such action is not part of an
organized letter-writing campaign or a solicitation of votes for or against a political
party or partisan political cause or candidate.
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E3.2.7. Make monetary contributions to a political organization, party, or
committee favoring a particular candidate or slate of candidates, subject to the
limitations under 2 U.S.C. 441a, 18 U.S.C. 607 (references (g) and (h)), and other
applicable law.

E3.2.8. Display a political sticker on the member's private vehicle.

E3.2.9. Attend partisan and nonpartisan political meetings or rallies as a spectator
when not in uniform.

E3.3. EXAMPLES OF PROHIBITED POLITICAL ACTIVITIES

In accordance with the statutory restrictions in 10 U.S.C. 973(b) (reference (b)) and
references (g) and (h), and the policies established in section 4., above, of this Directive,
a member on active duty shall not:

E3.3.1. Use official authority or influence to: interfere with an election, affect the
course or outcome of an election, solicit votes for a particular candidate or issue, or
require or solicit political contributions from others.

E3.3.2. Be acandidate for civil office in Federal, State, or local government,
except as authorized in paragraph 4.2., above, of this Directive, or engage in public or
organized soliciting of others to become partisan candidates for nomination or election
to civil office.

E3.3.3. Participate in partisan political management, campaigns, or conventions
(except as a spectator when not in uniform), or make public speeches in the course
thereof.

E3.3.4. Make a contribution to another member of the Armed Forces or a civilian
officer or employee of the United States for the purpose of promoting a political
objective or cause, including a political campaign.

E3.3.5. Solicit or receive a contribution from another member of the Armed
Forces or acivilian officer or employee of the United States for the purpose of
promoting a political objective or cause, including a political campaign.

E3.3.6. Allowor cause to be published partisan political articles signed or written
by the member that solicits votes for or against a partisan political party, candidate, or
cause.
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E3.3.7. Serve in any official capacity or be listed as a sponsor of a partisan
political club.

E3.3.8. Speak before a partisan political gathering, including any gathering that
promotes a partisan political party, candidate, or cause,

E3.3.9. Participate in any radio, television, or other program or group discussion as
an advocate for or against of a partisan political party, candidate, or cause.

E3.3.10. Conduct a political opinion survey under the auspices of a partisan
political group or distribute partisan political literature.

E3.3.11. Use contemptuous words against the 6fﬂceholders described in 10 U.S.C.
888 (reference (b)), or participate in activities proscribed by references (c) and (d).

E3.3.12. Perform clerical or other duties for a partisan political committee during
a campaign or on an election day.

E3.3.13. Solicit or otherwise engage in fundraising activities in Federal offices or
facilities, including military reservations, for a partisan political cause or candidate.

E3.3.14. March or ride in a partisan political parade.

E3.3.15. Display a large political sign, banner, or poster (as distinguished from a
bumper sticker) on the top or side of a private vehicle.

E3.3.16. Participate in any organized effort to provide voters with transportation to
the polls if the effort is organized by, or associated with, a partisan political party or
candidate.

E3.3.17. Sell tickets for, or otherwise actively promote, political dinners and
similar fundraising events.

E3.3.18. Attend partisan political events as an official representative of the Armed
Forces.

E3.4. POLITICAL ACTIVITIES NOT EXPRESSLY PERMITTED OR PROHIBITED

Some activities not expressly prohibited may be contrary to the spirit and intent of
section 4. of this Directive or section E3.3. of this enclosure. In determining whether
an activity violates the traditional concept that Service members should not engage in
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partisan political activity, rules of reason and common sense shall apply. Any activity
that may be viewed as associating the Department of Defense or the Department of
Homeland Security, in the case of the Coast Guard, or any component of these
Departments directly or indirectly with a partisan political activity shall be avoided.

E3.5. LOCAL NONPARTISAN POLITICAT, ACTIVITIES

This Directive does not preclude participation in local nonpartisan political campaigns,
initiatives, or referendums. A member taking part in local nonpartisan political activity,
however, shall not:

E3.5.1. Wear a uniform or use any Government property or facilities while
participating,

E3.5.2. Allow such participation to interfere with, or prejudice, the member's
performance of military duties.

E3.5.3. Engage in conduct that in any way may imply that the Department
concerned or any component of such Department has taken an official position on, or is
otherwise involved in, the loca! political campaign or issue.

E3.6. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS

Members of the Armed Forces on active duty engaging in permissible political activities
shall: '

E3.6.1. Give full time and attention to the performance of military duties during
prescribed duty hours.

E3.6.2. Avoid any outside activities that may be prejudicial to the performance of
military duties or are likely to bring discredit upon the Armed Forces.

E3.6.3. Refrain from participating in any political activity while in military uniform,

as proscribed by reference (f), or using Government facilities or resources for
furthering political activities.
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